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Seminar Goal:
ïThe goal of this seminar is to analyze the theme of 

horror and eroticism in film, specifically examining its 
most popular icon through the tracing of its 
origination, growth, and cultural impact today.

Seminar Objectives:
ό¢ƻ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ŀ ōŀǎƛŎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦΧύ

ïDefinitions used.

ïWhy horror genre is so popular not just with teens but 
humanity in general.

ïThe numbing effect violence and sex have upon the 
minds ability to discern, and why they are so 
dangerous.

ïThe process of discernment. 



Definitions:
ÅParanormal:
ï pertaining to the claimed occurrence of an event or perception without scientific explanation as in 
ŜȄǘǊŀǎŜƴǎƻǊȅ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ǎǳǇŜǊƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴŀΣ ƛΦŜΦ άǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭΦέ

ÅViolence:
ï rough or injurious physical force, action, or treatment.  An unjust or unwarranted exertion of force or power. 
ï OT:! ƴƻǳƴ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜŦǳƭ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ Lǘ ƛƳǇƭƛŜǎ ŎǊǳŜƭǘȅΣ ŘŀƳŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ŎƻƘŀōƛǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 
IŀƎŀǊ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜέ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ {ŀǊŀƘ όDŜƴΦ мсΥрύΦ Lƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΣ ŎǊǳŜƭǘȅ ƛǎ 
implied (Judg. 9:24). Baker, W. (2003). The complete word study dictionary: OT. Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers.

ï NT: To overpower, impel, also to rush into, hard force.

ÅHorror: 
ï an overwhelming and painful feeling caused by something frightfully shocking, terrifying, or revolting; a 

shuddering fear.
ï NT: emphobus, pertaining to being extremely afraid, terror. 

ÅErotic:
ï arousing or satisfying sexual desire.
ï NT: epithumía, to desire greatly. Strong desire, longing, lust. Zodhiates, S. (2000) The complete word study dictionary: NT. 

Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers.

ÅDiscernment:
ï the faculty of discerning; discrimination; acuteness of judgment and understanding.
ï NT: ŀƝǎǘƘŢǎƛǎ, capability of being affected by external stimuli, the capacity to understand, discernment.  Arndt, 

W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English lexicon of the NT and other early Christian literature (3rd ed.) Chicago:University of Chicago Press.

ïάǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭ ƻŦ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ Word with the purpose of separating truth from error and 
right from ǿǊƻƴƎΦέ



Films are $ Making Machines
Å Action Adventure
ïThese movies make the big headlines with record-breaking ticket sales. 

However, huge ticket sales = huge budgets, which means that these movies 
bring in a lot of money, but not the best ROI. E.g., to date, Avatarhas made 
over $2.7 billion, yet its ROI is "just" 500%.

Å Drama, Romance and Comedies
ïDramas and romance don't typically have huge budgets for special effects and 

sets, so when one really takes off, it can make an incredible ROI. The movie 
Once was made on a shoestring budget ($150,000) and took off, gaining Oscar 
nominations in the music category and taking in nearly $19 million. 

Å Documentaries  
ïWith little in the way of cast, crew, special effects or big name stars, 

documentaries can often be made for a tiny fraction of what it costs a big-name 
Hollywood film, and when these films become popular, the ROI is astronomical.

Å Horrors and Thrillers
ïHorror has the most ROI hits and very few misses. The number one movie for 

ROI is the hit Paranormal Activity, which was made for $15,000 and had a box 
office gross of $161,830,890 for a return of 539,336.30%. The Blair Witch 
Project= 20,591% return. Night of the Living Dead= 13,057.89%, Friday the 
13th = 5,332.24%, Open Water= 5,110.09%, Saw= 4,195.68% and Evil Dead = 
3,820.00%.   12 of top 20; 3 of top 5.



Most Profitable Movies (ROI)
Date Movie Budget Worldwide Gross%Return
1 9/25/2009 Paranormal Activity $15,000 $193,770,453 645,801.51% 
2 10/6/2004 Tarnation $218 $1,162,014 266,416.97% 
3 3/21/1980 Mad Max $200,000 $99,750,000 24,837.50% 
4 5/7/2004 Super Size Me $65,000 $29,529,368 22,614.90% 
5 7/14/1999 Blair Witch Project $600,000 $248,300,000 20,591.67% 
6 10/1/1968 Night of Living Dead $114,000 $30,000,000 13,057.89% 
7 11/21/1976 Rocky $1,000,000 $225,000,000 11,150.00% 
8 10/17/1978 Halloween $325,000 $70,000,000 10,669.23% 
9 8/11/1973 American Graffiti $777,000 $140,000,000 8,909.01% 
105/16/2007 Once $150,000 $18,997,174 6,232.39% 
11 7/25/1969 The Stewardesses $200,000 $25,000,000 6,150.00% 
126/11/2004    Napoleon Dynamite $400,000 $46,140,956 5,667.62% 
13 5/9/1980 Fri the 13th $550,000 $59,754,601 5,332.24% 
14 8/6/2004 Open Water $500,000 $52,100,882 5,110.09% 
1512/15/1939  Gone w/ Wind $3,900,000 $390,525,192 4,906.73% 
162/8/1915 Birth of a Nation $110,000 $11,000,000 4,900.00% 
171/1/1925 The Big Parade $245,000 $22,000,000 4,389.80% 
1810/29/2004  Saw $1,200,000 $103,096,345 4,195.68% 
19 10/8/2004 Primer $7,000 $565,846 3,941.76% 
20 4/15/1983 The Evil Dead $375,000 $29,400,000 3,820.00%





Blood and Sex: a Pagan marriage
An Ancient Beginning: 

ÅThe origin of horrifying violence coupled with 
explicit sexuality is ancient. Some of the very first 
pagan deities human history is aware of were 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άōƭƻƻŘ ŘǊƛƴƪŜǊǎΣέ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƎƻŘŘŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƻ 
whom blood sacrifices were offered, in exchange 
for extended life.  Throughout Mediterranean, 
Middle Eastern and Asian cultures, there were 
goddesses of sex who were pacified on blood.  (Keel, 

Othmar, Uehlinger, Christoph, (1998) Gods, Goddesses, and Images of God. Minneapolis, MN. Fortress Press.)

ÅBy the time the Greeks conquered the known 
ǿƻǊƭŘΣ άǾŀƳǇƛǊŜέ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƘŀŘ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘΦ


