
Wedding Policy  
First Baptist Church of Hampton Falls 

 
 

Our Convictions 
  
Our society has made it easier to GET MARRIED than to get a driver's license...and the effects of this apathy and 
complacency are very apparent in the dramatic rise in divorces, separations and unhappy lives.  Many couples enter 
marriage with high expectations, planning more for a perfect wedding day than for their lives together. 
 
We do not offer "perfect marriage certificates," nor are we so foolish as to think 
that because you hold your wedding here, it will be blessed of God.  We are not in 
the business of marrying people, but in the business of encouraging people to 
focus their lives on Jesus Christ.  We believe that as you obey God's Word and 
apply His principles to your lives, you will experience His blessing.  Our ministers 
are not glorified "justices of the peace," but are men called of God to uphold His 
Word (the Bible). 
 
We believe that marriage is a once in a lifetime commitment and that this 
relationship should grow better with age.  We offer a loving, supportive Christian environment where you can grow and 
mature with many others who share your concerns. 
 
Although marriage outside the church is recognized in society, the marriage ceremony conducted within the church is a 
special way for believers to give public confession of their Christian faith.  A marriage ceremony conducted in our church, 
therefore, is not merely a ceremony to honor two people in love, but is a worship service with public testimony to God's 
matchless love and providence at work in your lives and in your relationship. 
  

Our Covenant and Counsel 
 

We are serious in our desire to do more than perform a wedding.  As you prepare for the 
special day and the vows you will be taking to love each other until death, we want to help 
you focus on your relationship as it is and provide you with tools to build it. 
 
We have established the following guidelines that are the result of our convictions.  We will 
agree to marry you on the basis that you as a couple, agree to meet each of the following 
criteria. 
 

1.  The couple must be members or regular attendees at First Baptist Church of Hampton Falls.  
 
2.  Application must be made at least four months prior to the wedding service.  This is in order to allow sufficient time for 
all premarital counseling and scheduling. 
 
3.  The couple must agree to meet with the minister initially in order to determine the advisability of the marriage.  After the 
initial meeting, the minister will schedule at least two other meetings with the couple.  At these sessions, the ceremony will 
be planned and Biblical principles of marriage will be discussed. 
 
4.   A textbook, Preparing for Marriage, by Dennis Rainey, will be given to each couple - a gift of the 
church.  We recommend that you answer the questions individually on your own and then discuss them 
as a couple.   
 
5.   Special Assignments: 
  a. Assignments to interview parents with questions listed on pages 80-88 of Preparing for Marriage. 
  b. Assignments to interview one mentor couple with questions listed on pages 157-160 of Preparing 
for Marriage. 
  c. Assignment to counsel with a counselor.  Terry and Carlotta Shanahan, a husband and wife team, 

have agreed to meet with the couple for two sessions.  Session 1 will cover topics including expectations, relational 
skills, family background, red flags, etc.  Session 2 covers conflict resolution and the sexual relationship.  The total 
cost for both sessions will be $100.  The church will agree to pay half with the couple paying the other half.  (If there is 
financial hardship, the couple should feel free to let the minister know so that assistance may be given.)  The couple 
must make their own arrangements for counseling.  The office number is (603) 436-8181.   

 
 



6.   The minister will cover the wedding ceremony, spiritual nurture, and husband/wife roles from Ephesians 5:15 - 6:4.   
 
7.  Between now and the date of the wedding, the couple must attend church regularly. 
 
8.  If the couple is living together, and they want to have a traditional church wedding, they must agree to separate 
between now and the date of the wedding. 
 
9.  Since the wedding ceremony is to be viewed as a time of seriousness before God, we expect the couple to take great 
care in their choice of music and conduct to assure that it is suitable and worship-inducing. 
 
10.  All weddings must be under the direction of a First Baptist Church of Hampton Falls minister. 
 
11.  Alcoholic beverages are not allowed on church property.  This includes champagne and nonalcoholic champagne 
following the wedding, both inside and outside on church grounds. 
  

The Rehearsal 
 
1.  The rehearsal will normally be scheduled a day before the wedding ceremony and will be under the direction of the 
minister or wedding coordinator. 
 
2.  Before the rehearsal, the couple will have provided the minister with a list of the entire wedding party and reviewed 
with him the ceremony itself. 
  

             Photographs 
 
Ushers should inform friends with cameras and professional photographers that no flash 
pictures are to be taken in the sanctuary after the ceremony begins.  This does not 
include the processional and recessional.  The party is welcome to pose for pictures 
following the service.  This helps to maintain a sense of reverence and respects the 
seriousness of the vows being shared. 
  

     Fees 
 
1.  The sanctuary Use Fee - $250.00, for non-members, due at the rehearsal. 
 
2.  The minister's fee is $200.00, due at the rehearsal. 
 
3.  The organist should be attained by the couple.  (Any other professionals, such as the florist, photographer, etc. should 

be attained by the couple as well.) 
 
4. The custodian's fee is $75.00, due at the rehearsal. 
 
5. The sound technician’s fee is $50.00 (depending on demands), due at the rehearsal. 
  

General Information 
 
1.  The marriage license shall be the responsibility of the couple and should be in the possession of the minister no later 
than the time of the rehearsal.  
 
2.  The church building should be respected as the House of God. 
 
3.  If you desire to be married in our church under the guidelines above, please call the church to set up a time for an 
initial meeting.  Also, please fill out the enclosed questionnaires and mail to the church prior to your first interview.   
  

 
Officiating Pastor 
Pastor Dan Odom 

 
Hampton Falls, New Hampshire 

Phone (603) 926-3724 


