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Parlaying God? 
By Pastor Dan Odom 

On May 16, 1569, as the story goes, 
Dirk Willems preached the Gospel in 

Asperen, Holland; he then went home 
with a family in the church. During the 
night, there was a commotion at the 
front door. The master of the house 
came to Willems and said, òIt is the 
sheriff.  He is looking for you and is 

going to take your life. You have to 
leave!ó So Dirk Willems fled out the 
back window as quickly as he could. 
Although he scarcely had time to put 
on his boots, he made his way south in 
order to cross the border into Ger-
many. 
 

The sheriff realized what had hap-
pened and had the benefit of being on 
horseback; so he followed rapidly after 
Willems.  Willems ran until he came 

across a river that was still frozen 
from winter.  He was able to cross on 

the ice to the other side safely, be-
cause he was so light. The sheriff, 
realizing that he could not risk taking 
his horse onto the river (since he did 
not know how thick the ice was), 
dismounted and attempted to pursue 

on foot.  But the chain with which 
the sheriff intended to bind Dirk Wil-
lems and other paraphernalia made 
him too heavy for the ice. When he 
got almost to the other side, the ice 
gave way, and the sheriff plunged 
into the water. He attempted to extri-
cate himself, but the weight of the 
chain and the rest of his gear made it 
impossible for him to escape from 
the icy water. 
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I have a series of questions I ask 
a couple anticipating marriage.  

Some are as follows:  òI assume 
that you would have no problem 
admitting to me that you are in 
love, right?ó  After giving a 
glance to each other, they always 
nod in agreement.  òOk,ó I say.  
òWhat is your definition of 

love?ó  They always stumble on 
this one. 
 
What is love? 
 
Some of us remember a movie 

that was playing in the 70õs, 
òLove Story.ó  It was a story of 
love between a man and a 
woman with one powerful line of 
definition that went like this:  
òLove means never having to say 

you are sorry.ó  People left the 
movie, moved with emotion, re-
peating the definition.  Here I am 
decades later, repeating that defi-
nition word for word and I hon-
estly still have no idea what that 
means.  I have reviewed the pos-

sibilities of what it meant to the 
writer, but none of those possi-
bilities really make sense.  For 
instance, does it mean you never 
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òBe My Valentineó 
   By Pastor Ken Lawrence 

Church historian Kenneth Scott Latourette provides 
this explanation of Lent:  
 

òEaster, the day of rejoicing, as preceded by a 
fast.  The pre-Easter fast varied in duration.  In some 
sections, in the second century it was for only one or 
two days, although in others it was prolonged to sev-
eral days.  In the third century, the church in Alexan-
dria fasted for the week preceding Easter.  Montanists 
had a pre-Easter fast of two weeks.  In the fourth cen-
tury the forty days before Easteré became common 
as a period of special observance, but for many the 
fast was only for Holy Week, and for others possibly 

three weeks.  é  In some places, Sunday and other Saturdays and Sundays 
were exempt from the Lenten fasting.  The observance of the Sunday before 
Easter, commemorating the triumphal entry of Jesus to Jerusalem seems  
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   òBe My Valentineó  Continued from page  1 

has said to us, òBe my valentine!ó  
He has made it clear that His arms 
are wide open to accept us as we 
are and then to provide for us what 

we need.  We must understand that 
sometimes His love includes a 
stern rebuke when we break His 
law.  The rebuke is not evidence 
that He does not love us, quite the 
opposite.  The rebuke is evidence 

that He does!  (Hebrews 12:6, òThe 
Lord disciplines those He loves, 
and He punishes everyone He ac-
cepts as a son.ó)  Godõs love is con-
stant and so much more than 
words or emotion.  Godõs love is 

action.  He has demonstrated His 
love in the incarnation of Christ 
and the humiliation of the cross, 
because He loves us.  He says to 
all, òBE MY VALENTINE.ó 
 

The Bible then goes on to tell us 

what love for God is. (I John 5: 3:  
òThis is love for God:  to obey His 
commands.ó)   Again, since love is 
a specific attitude and action, then 
a person can love God whether 
they feel a warm fuzzy in their 
heart or not.  One of those com-

mands of God is this:   òLove one 
another.   As I have loved you, so 
you must love one another.ó  (John 
13: 34) 
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Several years ago, Walter 
Trobisch wrote the following:  
òLove is a feeling to be learned.ó  
I would add to his exhortation 

òlove is an attitude and behavior 
to be learned.ó  It is my experi-
ence that the warm fuzzy of love 
cannot be trusted as a barometer 
of love.  Action and behavior can 
and from the action and behav-

ior, the warm fuzzy of love is 
learned. 
 
I would suggest to you that much 
of what we think is love, or an 
act of love, is not love at all ac-

cording to the definition and ex-
ample of the Bible.  We would 
do well to examine our perceived 
love with Bible in hand. 
 
I would also suggest when loving 
another seems impossible, the 

strength and motivation to love 
them comes from a meditation 
on the reality of Christõs love  
already demonstrated to us. 
 
Happy Valentineõs Day! 
 

do anything wrong and therefore never 
have to say you are sorry?  Does it 
mean that when you do something 
wrong, you do not have to say you are 

sorry?  Does it mean that the one who 
has been wronged never notices the 
wrong done to them?  The possible ex-
planations continueé 
 

What is love?  The definition that mat-

ters is the definition given and demon-

strated in the Bible.  The definition is 
specifically given in I Corinthians 13: 
(òLove is patient, love is kind.  It does 
not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud.  It is not rudeéó).  All of these 
statements describe love as specific atti-

tude and action.  A person can love 
another, whether or not they have a 
warm fuzzy in their heart.  Since love 
defined by I Corinthians 13 is what 
you do or donõt do for another, it must 
be understood that love of another is a 

choice whether the feeling of love is 
there or not. 
 

The example of this is given through-
out the Bible as we see God demon-
strating His love to people from Adam 
and Eve on.  The culmination of the 
example of love is, of course, Jesus.  (I 
John 3: 16:  òThis is how we know 
what love is:  Jesus Christ laid down 
His life for us.ó) 
For all of us, longing to be loved by the 
I Corinthians definition of love, God 
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Blessed is the nation whose God is 
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Willems heard the crack of the ice 
and turned to see what was happen-
ing. The sheriff made eye contact 
with him and began to cry, òHelp! 

Save me! I will drown.ó Dirk Wil-
lems watched him for a moment and 
then slowly turned to the south to 
save his own life. He knew he was 
safe now; the sheriff would never be 
able to get out of the water.  How-
ever, he walked only a few yards 

when he heard the sheriff shout, òFor 
Godõs sake, help me!ó Willems hesi-
tated in his steps.  He knew that if he 
came back, it would cost him his life.  
However, the prospect of walking 
away from a drowning man who 

might not know the Lord was more 
than Willems could do.  He turned, 
came back, and put a hand on the 
sheriffõs arm to pull him out of the 
water.  As he lifted him, he felt the 
chain slip onto his own arm.  A few 

days later he was burned at the stake 
for his testimony for Jesus. 
 
In recounting this amazing story of 
courage, I canõt help but wonder, do 
we as followers of Christ possess the 
same moral and spiritual courage of 

a Dirk Willems? Do we have suffi-
cient conviction to stand for the Bi-

bleõs teachings on issues that, in the 
face of overwhelming derision from 
the politically correct establishment, 
are being daily undermined and at-

tacked? Or has spiritual anemia so 
bound our strength as to render us 
spiritually impotent in this arrogant 
day? We need the kind of courage 
Willems showed that night in 1569.  
Let me share just a couple of thoughts 
about courage: 

First, courage has its fountainhead in 

meeting with God. You can never pro-

duce courage based off a program nor 
can you just expect courage to 
òhappen.ó Ultimately, spiritual cour-
age arises only when you have been 

with the Lord.  Have you ever won-
dered how on earth Daniel faced the 
lionõs den? He faced it because three 
times a day he went to God in prayer 
with the shutters open!  It did not  
deter Daniel that everybody knew he 

prayed or that there was danger in-
volved because he had been with the 
Lord.  How about David?  It is said in 
1 Samuel 17:34-36, that the reason 
David could face the likes of Goliath 
was because he had been killing bears 
and lions when no one else was 

around!  Courage doesnõt just happen.  
Godly courage comes after spending 

time alone with God and learn-
ing who your help is and where 
your strength comes from.  With 
each of the great heroes of the 

faith, you will find it is in the 
time spent with God that courage 
is born. 
Second, courage is only a virtue in 

the presence of fear.  Have you ever 

thought about that?  You canõt 
consider it courageous unless 

something negative could hap-
pen!  Gideon displayed this kind 
of courage in Judges 6:25-27.  
We marvel at those who are will-
ing to endure great danger to 
achieve a goal or prize.  Our 

Christian faith is nothing less.  
You were not saved to safety and 
easy living.  You were saved to 
declare the Name of Jesus among 
people who despise that very 
name.  You will endure great 

danger to your status, friend-
ships, and even career when you 
courageously speak forth the 
name of Christ.  Do you have 
courage enough? 
Finally, the display of oneõs courage 
will always produce a response in 

others. This is a mixed blessing 

indeed! If 
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As members of the  Southeastern Association of the American Baptist Churches,   
our church will be hosting the monthly hymnsing, on February 14, at 7:00 p.m.  
You are invited to come and join with other churches in the Association in singing 
the wonderful hymns of the church.  Pick your favorite now, requests taken!   
                       A time of fellowship and refreshments will follow. 
 




