From the Sen|
Deské.
oBe My Valent.

By Pastor Ken Lawrence

| have a series of questions | ask
a couple anticipating marriage.
Some are as fol
that you would have no problem
admitting to me that you are in

| ove, right?5¢9
glance to each other, they always

nod in agreemen
oWhat is your d
l ove?0 They al
this one.

What is love?

Some of us remember a movie

t hat was playin
OLove Story. o6
love between a man and a
woman with one powerful line of
definition that went like this:
OLove means nev
you are sorry.o
movie, moved with emotion, re-
peating the definition. Here | am
decades later, repeating that defi-
nition word for word and | hon-
estly still have no idea what that
means. | have reviewed the pos-
sibilities of what it meant to the
writer, but none of those possi-
bilities really make sense. For
instance, does it mean you never
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ﬁt}ur@ Ig'storian Kenneth Scott Latourette provides
is explanation of Lent:
OEaster, the day of rejoi
fast. The preEaster fast varied in duration.In some
sections, in the second century it was for only one or
two days, although in others it was prolonged to sev-
eral days. In the third century, the church in Alexan-
dria fasted for the week preceding EasteMontanists
had a preEaster fast of two weeksIn the fourth cen-
Susrlg/met he forty days befor
as a period of special observance, but for many the
fast was only for Holy Week, and for others possibly
'ﬁﬁfeé Wekks. 8 11Vsbrik Placds, Sunday and other Saturdays and Sundays
were exempt from the Lenten fasting.The observance of the Sunday before
Ea;st_er, corirtemndratinig ]Ehétﬁanphal entry of Jesus to Jerusalem seems
efinition o

w-a-\V-S st umbl
L A |
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Parlaylng God’>
By Pastor Dan Odom

T AT N |

across a river that was still frozen

from winter. He was able to cross on
the ice to the other side safely, be-
cause he was so light. The sheriff,
realizing that he could not risk taking

his horse onto the river (since he did
came to Will ems a nnotkrow hod thickdhe ice was), t h e
sheriff. hHevsiloaking for gou and ig dismounted and attempted to pursue
going te ke lyoer life. & duthave thh e on foot. But the chain with which

l eave! 6 So Dir k Withelstenffsntefidedeadbinad Rirk Wit h e
back window as quickly as he could. lems and other paraphernalia made
Although he scarcely had time to put  him too heavy for the ice. When he

on his boots, he made his way south in got almost to the other side, the ice
order to cross the border into Ger- gave way, and the sheriff plunged

many. into the water. He attempted to extri-
cate himself, but the weight of the

chain and the rest of his gear made it
impossible for him to escape from

the icy water.

On May 16, 1569, as the story goes,
Dirk Willems preached the Gospel in
@speran, Hollanel; hg thed went home
with a farily in #he chiurch. Dyringahie
night, there was a commotion at the
front door. The master of the house

The sheriff realized what had hap-
pened and had the benefit of being on
horseback; so he followed rapidly after
Willems. Willems ran until he came

Continued on page 3
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do anything wrong and thereforenever has sai d to wus, Bveral yegarsaga Waltert i ne! 0
have to say you are sorry? Does it He has made it clear that His arms  Trobisch wrote the following:
mean that when you do something are wide opentoacceptusaswe oOLove is a feeling
wrong, you do not have to say you are are and then to provide for us what | would add to his exhortation
sorry? Does it mean that the one who we need. We mustunderstandthat 61 ove i s an attitu
has been wronged never notices the sometimes His love includes a to be |l earned. 6 I

wrong done to them? The possible ex- stern rebuke when we break His ence that the warm fuzzy of love
pl anations <cont i nukw Therebuke is notevidence cannot be trusted as a barometer
What is love? The definition thatmat- that He does not love us, quite the of love. Action and behavior can

ters isthe definition given and demon- opposite. The rebuke is evidence and from the action and behav-

strated in the Bible. The definitionis ¢ hat He does!  ( toe thewamnsuzzy afioges 0 Th e
specifically given in | Corinthians 13: Lord disciplines those He loves, learned.
(0Love is patient, aanHglpHnlshegevq(ryoq?a—leac 49 8
not envy, it does not boast, it is not c son. 6 )I woul ugheéssto yowthaemuéchs ¢
proud. It is not §tqptdagdés%r51uch mor,g fhan aé gthlnk is love, or an

wWor remot i o n .actof e dsonet love@balkkac-i s

statements describe love as specific atti-

tude and action. A person can love action. He has demonstrated His  cording to the definition and ex-

another, whether or not they have a love in the incarnation of Christ ample of the Bible. We would
warm fu’zzy in their heart. Since love  and the humiliation of the cross, do well to examine our perceived
defined by | Corinthians 13 is what because He loves us. He saysto love with Bible in hand.
you do or dondt 0@k by gﬁgtMXrVAFFN%hg

| woul also suggest when loving

be understood that love of another is a The Bible then goes on to tell us

choice whether the feeling of love is ~ what love for God is. (I John 5: 3: ~ @nother seems impossible, the

there or not. OThis is |ove f orstreaghgndmotivafonioloye,
commands. 6) Ag éherncomeéfrqgnca@edft@qpe i s
a specific attitude and action, then real of
a person can love God whether already demonstrated to us.
they feel a warm fuzzy in their

| heart or not. One of those com-

The example of this is given through-
out the Bible as we see God demon-

strating His love to people from Adam
and Eve on. The culmination of the

Happy Valentineds
example of love is, of course, Jesus. (

John 3: 16: 5ThisMpBdg Qognb%thiV OLove one
what love is: Jesus Christ laid down  another. AS' ave loved you, so .
His |life for us. )you must | ove one another. 6 (John
For all of us, longing to be loved by the 13: 34)
| Corinthians definition of love, God
Blessed is the nation whose God is SOUP AND SANDWICH Come for a
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Provide
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12:00 Noon il quontl CALL AL GAGNON AT
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Parlaying God? Continued from page 1

Willems heard the crack of the ice
and turned to see what was happen-
ing. The sheriff made eye contact
with him and bega
Save mel I owi || d
lems watched him for a moment and
then slowly turned to the south to
save his own life. He knew he was
safe now; the sheriff would never be
able to get out of the water. How-
ever, he walked only a few yards
when he heard the
Godds sake, help
tated in his steps. He knew that if he
came back, it would cost him his life.
However, the prospect of walking
away from a drowning man who
might not know the Lord was more
than Willems could do. He turned,
came back, and put a hand on the
sheriffds arm to
water. As he lifted him, he felt the
chain slip onto his own arm. A few
days later he was burned at the stake
for his testimony for Jesus.

In recounting this amazing story of
cour age, I canot

we as followers of Christ possess the
same moral and spiritual courage of
a Dirk Willems? Do we have suffi-
cient conviction to stand for the Bi-

bl eds teachings
face of overwhelming derision from
the politically correct establishment,
are bemg daily ynderninkldeahdpat-
taoked® Ordhas Bpirituéd anévnid se
bound our strength as to render us
spiritually impotent in this arrogant
day? We need the kind of courage
Willems showed that night in 1569.

o

Let me share just a couple of thoughtst h o u g h't

about courage:
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nimeia®re with Sodtamddearn- i n
ing who your help is and where

your strength comes from. With
each of the great heroes of the

faith, you will find it is in the

time spent with God that courage

is born.

Second,courage is only a virtue in
the presence of feldave you ever
about that
consider it courageous unless

Fissthoeuraigd his its fouatairthead i0 Fsantething negative could hap-
meeting witViGoMolecarsneverers-i -pen! Gideon displayed this kind
duce courage based off a program nor of courage in Judges 6:227.

can you just expect courage to
oOhappen. 6 Ulti mat
age arises only when you have been
with the Lord. Have you ever won-
dered how on earth Daniel faced the
|l ionds den? He fa

We marvel at those who are will-
éng tp endusemrieat dahgerdol ¢
achieve a goal or prize. Our
Christian faith is nothing less.
You were not saved to safety and
easylivingt Yobwere saved ¢

ou

t hr

pimek & dayhhie wentdouGod imdrayer tdeclare the Name of Jesus among

with the shutters open! It did not
deter Daniel that everybody knew he
prayed or that there was danger in-
volved because he had been with the
Lord. How about David? Itis said in
1 Samuel 17:3436, that the reason

people who despise that very
name. You will endure great
danger to your status, friend-
ships, and even career when you
courageously speak forth the
name of Christ. Do you have

David pouldface thenikes af @dliath dc@urage enough?

was because he had been killing bearsFinally, t h e

and lions when no one else was
around! Cour age
Godly courage comes after spending

di spl ay of
will always produce a response in
dtheesThis & a miked bldssing a p p e

indeed! If Continued on page 5

gialion Hymnsing

00pm:

)

the wonderful hymns of the church. Pick your favorite now, requests taken!
A time of fellowship and refreshments will follow.
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