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WHOõS WAITING FOR WHOM? 
                  By Pastor Dan Odom 

Iõve been pondering the apparent increase 
in ònaturaló disasters that we keep hear-
ing about in the news.  I realize that there 
may not be any increase at all, but simply 
more media attention and coverage there-

fore making it appear that there is more 
activity than before.  Whatever the case, 
there just seems to be a lot of action going 
on.  I think few of us would be willing to 
challenge the contention that we are rap-
idly approaching the consummation of 
the age. Please note, I did not say the end 

of the age.  A campaign can come to an 
end with nothing achieved. Consumma-

tion, however, infers that the goal in view 

has been attained. 

The New Testament is abundantly clear 
in teaching the final triumph of Christ in 
time and on this earth. We are encour-
aged to believe that there will be a com-
plete world conquest for our glorious 

Lord and Savior. 
 
The òblessed hope,ó of the disciple of 
Christ, is not the rapture of the church 
per se, but rather òthe glorious appearing 
of our great God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.ó  As people, we run the terrible 
risk of being so horribly self-centered that 
we tend to think of that glorious event in 
terms of what it will mean to us rather 

than what it will mean to God. Even our 
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It is so easy for us to listen to the 
following theological reasoning from 
the lyrics of the Michael W. Smith 
song, òAbove Alló and raise no ob-
jectioné 
 

òCrucified, laid behind a stone 
You lived to die, rejected and alone. 
Like a rose, trampled on the ground 

You took the fall and thought of me 
above all.ó 

 
I have heard evangelists say that the 
only reason Jesus came to the earth 
was because He loved us and 

wanted to die in order that we might 
be forgiven.   I have heard Christian 
radio talk show hosts explain that 
òGod loves you so much; His refrig-
erator door has your picture on it!ó 
 
All of these thoughts make sense to 
us, naturally.  We are sinners, natu-
rally. Because of our sin, we are self- 
centered.  We think of our own 
needs and find ways to get those 

needs met, naturally.  Because we 
are surrounded by other people who 
are sinners and consequently self 
centered, we are not surprised when 
they demand to be served.  Self- cen-
tered behavior is natural. 
 

Self-centered theology is natural as 
well.  We have no problem believing 

 

From the Senior Pastorõs 

Deské... 
 

òNATURALLYé..ó 
      By Pastor Ken Lawrence Maundy Thursday  

April 1, 7:00 PM 
 
This service is a time 
for a focus on the 

events of the Last Supper leading up to 
the cross and crucifixion of Christ.  This 
year, we will again be led in a solemn 
contemplation of the consequences of 
our sin that led to the crucifixion of 
Christ in our behalf. 
 

We will share communion together.  
Following the readings of the seven last 
words of Christ from the cross, a cymbal 
will crash and we will leave in silence. 
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Palm Sunday  
March 28th, 9:30 and 
11:00 AM 
 
The morning worship 
services will reflect the events of the final 
week of the life of Christ.  The service will 
begin with festive song and celebration 
reflecting the day King Jesus rode into 
Jerusalem.  By the end of the service, the 
shadow of the cross is felt.  Therefore, the 

final hymn will be sung as the sanctuary is 
darkened.  It will then remain darkened 
until the following Sunday. 
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your transgressions, for my own sake, 
and remembers your sins no 

more.ó  (Isaiah 43: 25)  There is no 
question that we who have our sins 
blotted out are greatly blessed, but the 
verse says that the ultimate reason 
God blots out the sin of the redeemed 
is for His sake, not ours.  What is in it 
for Him?  Glory! 
 

Hebrews 12:2 explains the reason Je-
sus endured the cross.  òLet us fix our 
eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter 

of our faith, who for the joy set before 

Him  endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God.ó   Again, Jesus 
certainly demonstrated His love to us 
in the cross.  We human beings who 

have recognized and accepted His 
great gift of love benefit greatly, but 
Jesus did not come for our sakes above 

all, HE CAME FOR HIS SAKE . 
 

òDid Christ die for me because I 
was worth buying back, or did 
Christ die for me because He 
wanted to display His grace 

through me to the universe?  If 
redemption hinges on my worth, 
then God is nothing more than a 
good businessman:  Heõs getting a 
good deal on His investment.  But 
if redemption hinges on the dis-
play of the totality of Godõs plan 
to the rulers and authorities in 
heavenly places, then we are not 
the point; we are simply part of a 

big plan to glorify God.  His grace 
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and His mercy as displayed 
through His church is the point.  
The point is to bring glory to 
God- worship Him with every 
knee and every tongue in the 

act.ó  - John Fischer 
 

For the record, Christ died for the 
ungodly.  We know what love is 
because Jesus Christ laid down His 
life for us.  Those who recognize and 
receive this gift are recipients of the 
greatest gift of God.  None of this is 
deserved and consequently, none of 
this is natural human behavior.  Paul 
points this out when he writes, 

òVery rarely will anyone die for a 
righteous man, though for a good 
man someone might possibly dare to 
die.  But God demonstrates His own 
love for us in this:  While we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for 
us.ó     (Romans 5:7-8) 
 

But let us not pretend that the Bible 
says òHe thought of me above all,ó 
because He did not.  He thought of 

me and does for me for His own 
sake above all. 
 

We must take great care to make 
sure that our self-centered sin nature 
is confronted by Biblical theology 
and not the other way around.   Join 
me in affirming that the following 
truth whenever thinking about the 
great work of Christ on the cross in 
our behalf,   òYou took the fall and 

are glorified above all.ó  é
Naturally!  

that our life is the most important thing 
to God.  We assume that the weather, 
the traffic, the checkout lines, and the 
whole medical world is to be orches-
trated by God to meet our needs with no 
inconvenience, naturally.  After all, Jesus 

taught us to pray ògive us this day our 
daily bread.ó  We conclude that prayer 
applies to food, quality teachers, parking 
spaces, jobs and co workers we like.  We 
ask the Lord to make it rain so we do not 
need to water our yard and scoff at those 
who want the sun to shine for their back-
yard party.  God is the cosmic bell hop 
waiting to carry my bags or the doting 
grandparent, desiring to dole out pleas-

ant surprises to meé naturally! 
 

The Bible presents us with a very differ-
ent perspective.  I quote John Piper, 
òChrist does not exist in order to make 
much of us.  We exist in order to enjoy 
making much of Him.ó  Now that state-
ment is not natural, but it is Biblical.  We 
who are redeemed by Christ are recipi-
ents of His love and grace for sure, but 
not as an end in itself.  God shows His 

love to us SO THAT ALL OF CREA-
TION might be impressed with His great 
love.  The angels know how undeserving 
of Godõs love we human beings are.  
When they witness Christ leaving 
heaven to come to earth to die for us, 
they do not say, òmy, how great those 
humans must be,ó they say, òmy, how 
great the love of God must be!ó  (I Peter 
1:12) 
When God talks to Israel, He says to 

them, òI, even I, am He who blots out 
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Blessed is the nation whose God 

is the Lord, the people He chose 

for His inheritance!  Psalm 33:12 
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hymns tend to be self-centered:  O that 
will be, glory for me, Glory for me, glory for 
me. 
 

What is going to mark this great con-
summation, this achievement of the 
greatest goal of history? The consumma-
tion of the age will be attained when, 

and only when, Christ is crowned King 
of kings and Lord of lords and is acknowl-

edged as such by all creation. It is on this 

future, glorious event that our hope 
should be fixed and our gaze should be 
directed. 
 

If you stop and think about it with me, 
our generation has indeed witnessed the 
universal and dramatic fulfillment of 
prophecy, perhaps more profoundly than 
any other. Many of the signals Jesus said 
would herald His return have developed 
before our very eyes. 
 

There are the Evangelistic Signals. òAnd 
this gospel of the kingdom will be pro-
claimed throughout the whole world as a 
testimony to all nations, and then the end 

will come.ó     (Matthew 24:14, ESV) 

This particular prophecy is being fulfilled 
in our generation to a degree that has 
never before been seen. There is now no 
major nation in which there is no Chris-
tian witness.  This is wonderful news,  

but since Christ has not yet returned, we 
realize our task of reaching every tongue, 
tribe, and nation is by no means com-
plete.  We must earnestly seek the Lord 
as to our role in helping to fulfill this 

mandate.  
 

There are the Religious Signals. òLet no 
one deceive you in any way. For that day 
will not come, unless the rebellion comes 

first, and the man of lawlessness is re-
vealed, the son of destruction,ó (2 Thess. 

2:3, ESV).  Unfortunately, we can see 
this sign being fulfilled all around us, can 
we not?  As man looks for new ways to 
òreinventó evil, as Jesus predicted, the 
love of the many is growing cold (Matt. 
24:12).  However, in many parts of the 
world (e.g. China) there is an unprece-
dented gathering of the harvest, so we 

need not lose heart.  God is still saving 
His and He is circling the globe! 
 

Then we have the Political Signals. 
Could prevailing world conditions have 
been more accurately and comprehen-
sively described than in our Lordõs 

words in Luke 21:25ð26? òAnd there will 
be signs in sun and moon and stars, and 
on the earth distress of nations in perplex-
ity, because of the roaring of the sea and 

the waves, people fainting with fear and 
with foreboding of what is coming on the 
world. For the powers of the heavens will 

be shaken. ó (Luke 21:25ð26, ESV)  Can 

you think of a day in recent memory, 
where we have not had to endure the 

òfear and forebodingó of our local and 

national news in regards to the 

òperplexity because of the roaring of the 
sea and the waves?ó  From global warm-

ing to earthquakes, from jihad to 
atheism, fear and foreboding is that 
for which our generation is becom-
ing known.   
 

These and many other signs are in-
tensifying and which seem to be 
nearing fulfillmenté all in our day.  
Interestingly, Jesus reserved one of 
His sharpest satires for the Pharisees, 
who demanded a sign from heaven 
to prove that He had divine ap-

proval:  òHe answered them, òWhen 
it is evening, you say, ôIt will be fair 
weather, for the sky is red.õ And in 
the morning, ôIt will be stormy today, 
for the sky is red and threatening.õ 
You know how to interpret the ap-
pearance of the sky, but you cannot 

interpret the signs of the 
times.ó  (Matthew 16:2ð3, ESV)  

Despite whatever view we hold re-
garding the details surrounding the 
second coming of Christ, if we fail to 
discern through these broad signs an 
indication of the imminence of His 
return, we deserve a similar rebuke. 
History is moving rapidly, always 
does, not merely to chaos though, 
but rather to consummation. 
 

Here is the take home.  The fact that 

our Lord has not yet returned is a 
clear indication that the task com-

mitted to the church, to òmake disci-
ples of all nations,ó has not yet been 
completed. The uncertainty of the 
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  SUNRISE  SERVICE   
                        6:00 AM  

 

Join us for a special service on 

North Beach at the end of 10th 

Street, Ocean Boulevard, in Hamp-

ton, NH.  We will sing hymns, 

(accompanied by our  talented brass 

players!), have Scripture readings, 

and a homily, all awaiting a beauti-

ful sunrise to begin this blessed 

day.   
 

           
 

      EASTER BREAKFAST   
                          6:30 AM  
 

Following the Sunrise Service, 

come along to HFFBC where we 

will have a bountiful  breakfast pre-

pared by our Hospitality Commit-

tee (and special helpers!)  in  

Fellowship Hall and Annex.   

There is no charge, but donations 

are welcome. 
 

 

      

       

          EASTER WORSHIP  

            SANCTUARY  
                   8:00 AM     
Our first worship service music 

is accompanied by participants 

in our praise groups.   
  

       9:15 AM and 11:00 AM  
Easter Worship with the  

Sanctuary Choir and Handbell 

Choir.   
   
 


