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It is so easy for us to listen to the M This service is a time
following theological reasoning from  The morning worship for a focus on the
the lyrics of the Michael W. Smith services will reflect the events of the final events of the Last Supper leading up to
song, OAbove Al | 0 weehdthelife bf C@ist.nThe sendce will the cross and crucifixion of Christ. This
jectioné begin with festive song and celebration  year, we will again be led in a solemn
reflecting the day King Jesus rode into contemplation of the consequences of
OCruci fied, | a Jedusalene Byithe eénd dd thesdrvioentlee our sin that led to the crucifixion of

You lived to die, rejected and alonehadow of the cross is felt. Therefore, the Christ in our behalf.
Like a rose, trampled on the groun@;?ll(gggjn Vl\éll\lvﬁle tr?grqgrearflairne ds;rllgtr?:éy 'S \We will share communion together.
You took the fall and thought of mﬂnul the following Sunda Following the readings of the seven last
above all 9 Y. words of Christ from the cross, a cymbal
. will crash and we will leave in silence.
| have heard evangelists say that the Continued on page 3

only reason Jesus came to the earth
was because He loved us and |
wanted to die in order thatwe might WHO®& S WAI TI NG OM®R WH

be forgiven. | have heard Christian By Pastor Dan Odom
radio talk show hosts explain that
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ing about in the news. | realize that there time and on this earth. We are encour-
may not be any increase at all, but simply aged to believe that there will be a com-
more media attention and coverage there- plete world conquest for our glorious

fore making it appear that there is more  Lord and Savior.

activity than before. Whatever the case,

there just seems to be a lot of actiongoingT he oO0bl essed hope, 0
on. | think few of us would be willing to  Christ, is not the rapture of the church
challenge the contention that we arerap- per se, but rather
idly approaching the consummation of of our great God and Savior, Jesus

the age. Please note, I did notsayttend Chr i st . 0 As peopl e
of the age. A campaign can come to an  risk of being so horribly selicentered that
end with nothing achieved.Consumma-  we tend to think of that glorious event in
tion, however, infers that the goal in view terms of what it will mean to us rather

has been attained. than what it will mean to God. Even our

All of these thoughts make sense to
us, naturally. We are sinners, natu-
rally. Because of our sin, we are self
centered. We think of our own
needs and find ways to get those
needs met, naturally. Because we
are surrounded by other people who
are sinners and consequently self
centered, we are not surprised when
they demand to be served. Seken-
tered behavior is natural.

Selfcentered theology is natural as
well. We have no problem believing
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that our life is the most important thing your transgressionsfor my own sake, and His mercy as displayed

to God. We assume that the weather, and remembers your sins no through His church is the point.

the traffic, the checkout lines, and the more. 6 (I sai ah 43: ThépointisTotbrng goryitos n o
whole medical world is to be orches- question that we who have our sins God- worship Him with every

trated by God to meet our needs with no  blotted out are greatly blessed, but the knee and every tongue in the
inconvenience, naturally. After all, Jesus verse says that the ultimate reason a c t-Jobin Fischer

taught us to pray 0@addblasoutthe dintofithe redeanyed o

daily bread. o We c ie forHIs salleenottolrsa Whapis i ity eIJ—"or the record, Christ died for the
applies to food, quality teachers, parking for Him? Glory!

spaces, jobs and co workers we like. We
ask the Lord to make it rain so we do not
need to water our yard and scoff at those
who want the sun to shine for their back-
yard party. God is the cosmic bell hop
waiting to carry my bags or the doting

ungodly We know what love is

because Jesus Christ laid down His

Hebrews 12:2 explains the reason Je- life for us. Those who recognize and

sus endured t he cr eeivethisgili drerecipients ofthe x o0t

eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter greatest gift of God. None of this is

of our faith, who for the joy set before  deserved and consequently, none of

Him endured the cross, scorning its this is natural human behavior. Paul

grandparent, desiring to dole out pleas- shame, and sat down at the right hand points this out when he writes, .

ant surprises to e% E %‘ he of Goveoy rageliy, wikbuar
certalnly emons rated is love tous  righteous man, though for a good

The Bible presents us with a very differ-  in the cross. We human beings who man someone might possibly dare to

ent perspective. | quote John Piper, have recognized and accepted His die. But God demonstrates His own

0Christ does not e xgreatgift of fove @enefiegreatly, but maleve for us in this: While we were

much of us. We exist in order to enjoy Jesus did not come for our sakes above Yet sinners, Christ died for

making much of Hi m. gl HE SAME FORNHIS SAKE at e-us . 0 -§) Romans 5: 7

ment is not natural, but it is Biblical. We

who are redeemed by Christ are recipi- 0Did Christ die MBdietusmetpretend haibeBible
ents of His love and grace for sure, but was worth buying back, or did says o0 H e thought of
not as an end in itself. God shows His Christ die for me because He because He did not. He thought of
love to us SO THAT ALL OF CREA- wanted to display His grace me and does for me for His own
through me to the universe? If sake above all.

TION might be impressed with His great d ion hi h,
love. The angels know how undeserving re empt|o'n Inges on my wort We must take great care to make
of Godds | ove we hu ma;n%ncﬁgéj fsbﬂo tgg e B“a” a sure that our selicentered sjn nature

When they witness Christ leaving d deal on Hi ness rrI13a N is confrofitdl f)y Bhifcdl lrhéoIBg@ a
heaven to come to earth to die for us, good aeal on RIS mvestment Ut and not the other way around. Join

N if r tion hinges on t i
they do not say, 0my, ! ‘W%”W %Wgé? hleﬂ%se e in affirmin e followin
humans must be, 6 the pl tﬁhe htoct/vt I;ndth\/\/¥1ené{/rth?“i[’K?n afbéuttl%el an
great the love of Go gtot g rities I P grdatenvork of Christ on the cross in
1:12) heavenly places, then wearenot = penal f ’ dYou t
When God talks to Israel, He says to the plomt weare simply part of a are glorified above
t hem, ol, even |, am q'—gé) ar\l\t]q]gtpnfybG‘qu 1H'§ 9 t Naturally!
'Blessed is the nation whose God | INTERNATIONAL DAY PASTORAL HUMOR
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BRING A HOT DiIsH

REPRESENTING *
A COUNTRY OF YOUR
CHOICE
(D ESSERT AND BEVERAGE GUEST SPEAKERS
PROVIDED ) Jay & Sue Jenkins,

BRING A GUEST! A ND Wycliffe 3|bl-e Tratnslators
and Missionaries to

COME ENJOY A GREAT TIME ! Senegal and Guinea,
FooD, FUN, AND West Africa
FELLOWSHIP

White Spire, Mar/ Apr 610



Continued from page 1

hymns tend to be seltentered: O that
will be, glory for me, Glory for me, glory for
me.

What is going to mark this great con-
summation, this achievement of the
greatest goal of history? The consumma-
tion of the age will be attained when,

and only when, Christ is crowned King

of kings and Lord of lords and isacknowl-
edgeas such by all creation. It is on this
future, glorious event that our hope
should be fixed and our gaze should be
directed.

If you stop and think about it with me,

our generation has indeed witnessed the
universal and dramatic fulfillment of
prophecy, perhaps more profoundly than
any other. Many of the signals Jesus said
would herald His return have developed
before our very eyes.

There are theEvangelistic Signafs A n d

mandate.

TherearetheRe |l i gi ous Si
one deceive you in any way. For that d
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ing to earthquakes, from jihad to
atheism, fear and foreboding is that

f%r@vrfﬁch o?tjr'genéjra'tioﬂ i5 beddr-

G known.

will not come, unless the rebellion comes _ )
first, and the man of lawlessness is re- | "€se and many other signs are in-

veal ed,
2:3, ESV). Unfortunately, we can see
this sign being fulfilled all around us, can
we not? As man looks for new ways to
Oreinventdé evil, a
love of the many is growing cold (Matt.
24:12). However, in many parts of the
world (e.g. China) there is an unprece-
dented gathering of the harvest, so we
need not lose heart. God is still saving
His and He is circling the globe!

S

Then we have thePolitical Signals

Could prevailing world conditions have
been more accurately and comprehen-
sively described th
words in Luke 21:25526?0And there will

t he (@Thess. o feNSyipggnd W']LC*&SFe{“boﬁe o ,
nearing fulfi [ ment é

Interestingly, Jesus reserved one of
His sharpest satires for the Pharisees,
whj) %egnanded a srigg _fcrlolm g%aveera
to prové tha? He had Givine ap-
prova: o0He answer ed
it is eveni
weat her for
the morning,
for the sky
You know how to interpret the ap-
pearance of the sky, but you cannot
interpret the signs of the

o b Mgatthgdy 16:258, £$\Q 5 s

Despite whatever view we hold re-

this gospel of the kingdom will be pro- be signs in sun and moon and stars, arff'ding the details surrounding the

claimed throughout the whole world as
testimony to all nations, and then the e
wi || c(Matthew 24:14, ESV)

This particular prophecy is being fulfilled
in our generation to a degree that has
never before been seen. There is now no
major nation in which there is no Chris-
tian witness. This is wonderful news,

but since Christ has not yet returned, we
realize our task of reaching every tongue,
tribe, and nation is by no means com-
plete. We must earnestly seek the Lord
as to our role in helping to fulfill this

SUNRISE SERVICE
6:00 AM

Join us for a special service on
North Beach at the end of 10"
Street, Ocean Boulevard, in Hamp-
ton, NH. We will sing hymns,
(accompanied by our talented brasg
players!), have Scripture readings,
and a homily, all awaiting a beauti-
ful sunrise to begin this blessed
day.

@n the earth distress of nations in perp
itg, because of the roaring of the sea a
the waves, people fainting with fear an

Igg(gond coming of Christ, if we fail to
ggljzcern through these broad signs an
i

ication of the imminence of His
eturn, we deserve a similar rebuke.

world. For the powers of the heavens wibbes, not merely to chaos though,

be shaked. Luke 21:2526, ESV) Can
you think of a day in recent memory,
where we have not had to endure the
of ear
national news in regards to the
operplexity
sea and

EASTER BREAKFAST
6:30

Following the Sunrige Service,
come along to HFEBC where we
will have a botmt#et=$reakfast pre-
pared by our Hospitality Commit-
tee (and special helpers!) in
Fellowship Hall and Annex. -
Therei tions
are welcome.

but rather to consummation.

Here is thetake homeThe fact that

a n dof ofir maalertl 0 d ioun lgrd has not yet returned is a

clear indication that the task com-

becausmet odd tthoe theac h inrgc F
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of all nati ons,
completed. The uncertainty of the

Continued on page 5

EASTER WORSHIP

SANCTUARY
8:00 AM
Our first worship service music
is accompanied by participants
in our praise groups.

19:15 AM and 11:00 AM
Easter Worship with the
Choir and Handbell
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