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Serving A Sovereign
God Responsibly

By Pastor Ken Lawrence

Regularly, we recite the Heidelberg
Catechism as a congregation. In
response to the
your only comfort in life and
deat h?d We say,
and soul, both in life and death, am
not my own, but belong to my faith-
ful Savior Jesus Christ; who, with
His precious blood, has fully satis-
fied for all my sins, and delivered me
from all the power of the devil; and
S0 preserves me that without the will
of my heavenly Father, not a hair
can fall from my head; yea, that all
things must be subservient to my
salvation, and therefore, by His Holy
Spirit, He also assures me of eternal
life, and makes me sincerely willing
and ready, henceforth, to live for

Hi m. 6

We live in a troubled world. One of
the great spiritual truths that stabi-
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Nearly thirty years ago, in the fledgling
days of my Christian walk, | would often
end my day with a radio program called
OHaven of Resté
Moody Bible Institute. Listeners would
[l in preygreduesa oy vatious;prob-
ems or crises in their lives and there was
lways a wonderful story of transforma-
E‘cﬁ ue to ( hrist.k-rv/(én onlﬁe) pa;%‘[i?uﬁ:peve—
ning, if my memory serves me correctly,
the host ended the program by inviting
listeners to join him in a prayer asking
God to forgive us for the sin we are un-
aware of in our lives. | was familiar with
praying for the sins | was aware of, but
what was this? A prayer that was com-

Mi -Rlouset
nGo

Womenos
Retreat

t hat

pletely foreign to méi a prayer asking
God to forgive us for the sins of which
we arenotaware.

I hadcg%v%eup iF\ ¢hdrdRes tthr!?t,(?or the
most part, seemed to encourage a check-
list mentality toward sin. Either you had

sinned or you hadnot
guiltyé pray for forgi
of f, nexté |lvying, bad,
pray for forgiveness, check. And on it

would go. Evidently, | was sinning in

ways | didndt even Kknq
i ng! I'n this mindset,

that | could sin, but yet be unaware of
that sin. |1 do remember that the concept
struck me as extremely important. After

Continued on page 5
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We knew it was going to be a special eve- faithfulness, but she began with her tes-
ning as we walked from our cars and saw timony. As she began she commented
the pathway of lights from starcut lan- on how much she enjoyed working with
terns guiding us to the side door of the 0the committeeo
church where we received a cheery greet- desire to see all of us grow deep and

becau:

l'ize our mi nds i s

in@#8M Laurice™HaitieS, %rfdl bt Sk Bf Rave deep roots in God. Her prayer in-

We affirm that the Bible says that
God knows and numbers the hairs
on our head, the sands in the
beaches of the world, the viruses,
and fault lines of the earth. We also
affirm that the Bible says that God is
involved in His creation. He is not
just watching from a distance. He is
participating.

These truths are affirmed in many
Biblical texts

Continued on page 2

the flight of stairs, we were met by
Heather Stubbs. We entered the candle
lit chapel and helped ourselves to a deca-
dent chocolate foun
very appropriate si
fruits of the Spirit this year! We fellow-
shipped and bonded for awhile and then
the program began. Lauren Odom wel-
comed us and after prayer introduced us
to Betty Dodge, our speaker for the week-

s u end. Her ¢opic this evening would be on

cluded that we would delight in His

word, how i mportant G
that we should be saturated in His word.
ée?ty'w'?as ré"}sgdqn afn(%r(iahﬁsnanf rults
nc’e, _weove €. e to t

home, her paren\(s Weré not saved. T'Pley
were military and moved a lot. On an
airplane as a youngster, she was sure she
would go to hell if the plane crashed.

She begged her family to be baptized
once they were in the United States®3s

Continued on page 3
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Exodus 4: 11, 0 Wh o

mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute?
Who gives him sight or makes him

g a v els ihok for alpersen who has
the desire to be married to actively
pur subarontony ? 6

entincompatibility between two ap-

parent truths. ¢

bl ind? Il's it not |, t hleprdye really’nécessary? Certainly, the Bible affirms that God
-Will those predestined to be  is sovereign over all things and all
| saiah 45: 7, 01 f oadopted ds klis dJomsgdme to faithd  c sitkeatiohse The Bible also affirms

darkness, | bring prosperity and create
disaster. I, the Lord, do all these
things. 6

whether we evangelize or not?
-Should those who could be
helped to live a normal life with medi-
cation use it?
-Does my decision to pur-

our responsibility for our own lives.
People die for their own sin (Ezekiel
18), people respond to the Gospel
because someone made the effort to
share that Gospel with them
(Romans 10), and Christian people
become more righteous than when
they were first saved because they
make the effort to become more holy
(Philippians 2: 12; Colossians 3: 5

We who argue with God over this con-
cept, that He is sovereign in the face of  chase travel insurance when booking a
undesirable experiences, get this foran  flight demonstrate good stewardship or
answer from Hi m, 0 Wack of faith? hi m who
quarrels with His Maker, to him who is

but a potsherd among the potsherds on  If God is sovereign, as we affirm the

the ground. ¢ (1 s ai Bildle dde8 teagh), then howhld we an- a 10; | Peter 1: 15).

times we battle with Him over who gets  derstand personal responsibility?

to odrive the car, 6 we must, in the eCQlahrlylhefactthatthe Bible

grateful that He does not give up the There are several things to keep in teaches Godds sover e
wheel After all ,mhe says, 0l say: manbeingsare responsible for

purpose will stand, and | will do all that their own lives is an antinomy, an

I please. o (Il'saiahl 46t bh0Onking about dppant b nosavealltontadic- Go d &

sovereignty and human responsibility,  tion.

This truth raises several issues for us, not
the least of which relates to our responsi-
bility in light of
instance, if God is sovereign:

-Does it make any difference if |
choose to wear a seatbelt?

-Is a married couple rebelling
against Godds pl an
they use contraceptives?

-Does it matter that | watch my
diet and exercise?

-Should | be considering cos-
metic surgery to address birth defects or
the effects of aging?

we must acknowledge that there is
antinomyin Biblical revelation. Ac-
¢cdlidgisThesShovter Oxdord @ic-t vy
tionary, antinomy i s
between conclusions which seem
equally logically reasonable or neces-
sary. o James

is not quite accurate; the opening
wor ds s h o uadppbaranasfa d
contradiction. For the whole point of
an antinomy- in theology, at any rate
is that it is not a real contradiction,
though it looks like one. It is anappar-

We must make a distinction be-

. tweeffr maying God and using what
6 @od bas made avallable asia giftfor

our protection, quality of life, and
freedom to build His kingdom. This

P a ¢ k seems toimake pedeattreensetwhen g
dort hiheigoés vers wdhweaseyalkingtabohtwearind @deat-ni t i

belt, personal grooming, medication
foramental illness, reconstructive
cosmetic surgery or having knee re-
placement surgery. In these cases,
we are not playing God, but simply
being a

Continued on page 4

Blessed is the nation whose Godl
is the Lord, the people He choseg
for His inheritance! Psalm 33:12

SENIOR FRIENDS
FELLOWSHIP
LUNCHEON

May 13, 2010
12:00 noon
FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL AL GAGNON
AT 474 -3260

Last luncheon until
2010
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Wo me n 0 s Ckhendedfremgpdge 1
in her mind she thought that would save There was warmth in the air, a perfect patience, comparing it to the John

her. At age of 26, her aunt, who she spring day, with the sun and crocuses Muir woods outside of San Fran-
really liked, passed away. She was able blooming signaling as spring does, a new cisco. The redwoods are as tall as a
to attend the funeral where she heard the life coming forth from the deadened 40 ft. building, their limbs reaching

words of Andr eMyUTrib-0 ugrduridof witern Igsjde the sanctuary up to the heavens. Their roots go
ute The words,to God be the glorgally of HFFBC, the warmtheeop, Goldidch | oemi nds

touched her and made her think that she was felt even greater than the sun He patience with us. As servants of the

had never really given thanks to God. provided outside. Over 100 women Lord, we must not strive

She was staying at were@atheredifartheasacond day of the 6(kamentations 3:25). Our prayer

home who had been |lwbmé¢émrd@s odetsusat . should be, 0Give me

I r 'te ak SSF] 0 kbdethc a_]:lbs 'f. th 1% the Ic%gy,ns{ood'a Wgoc?en Whed ba® mfa?nl "; .ofoher W(-)rngeiusl n?ess(; % mmer
0 WINESS. € aske em 1l baptism row filled with the tools needed to work piing 9

would bring her to heaven and they re- in the gar alon he abundance to us. I f you werent

. R ~ en, wi . ! .
plied, oLetds see w & orfuftbﬁip%, dgfbdtﬁls}ar?d hfaé}n}’hg . a8k a friend for the CD which every

They answered her qtuhestia»\ner.fISdnwediéjdlmﬁ%art'cf'p?qyeceﬁgf rg;?éﬂtcgzg_es us

feel she was a child of God and was the tools we need in his word, and if cul- b_reak, we aﬁen

) ) . : . : sions which were very helpful and
overwhelmed with the Bible verses they tivated and applied, our lives will be educational. After a lovelv lunch
showed her. She accepted Him as her filled abundantly with the joy of His Cath Lindéa read us W)(;rds of ,a
savior and had a sense of His presence  presence. y y

. hymnQ Lobove that wild.l
thgt has never left her. 'The Bible was Special music led by Elaine Robbins and to a piano accompaniment by Caro-
alive now. She spent six months in re-

Carolyn Renaud began the first session  lyn Renaud.
P?”t"ﬂ‘ce and gskeghme:)ny peorﬁ)le g?glo ™ and certainly gave us an atmosphere of
gtlvz 'ertp%ast sms.l f?\/l eEan erbible inspiration to receive the upcoming mes- The last session was on self control,
study in the gospet ot Mark. sage. Janice Huss gave us a synopsis of ending with Proverbs 31. It was
She then went to her topic, faithfulness. Fr i day eveningds metssalge, aqwee¢kangd f r loant

All participants were given a working a book by Amy Car mi thenhkaosvledge andunderstangiry ef
outline booklet that was very helpful in did not desire to build with hay and the fruits of the sy
taking notes. The evening concluded straw, but with gold and silver and pre-  and nourish it so we can truly savor

with meditative music. cious stone, 6 t akenthdjoyofidisprdsen€or i nt hi an:
Saturday AM 3:13. Betty Dodge then spoke to us on

MI SSIONS
PRAYER they have heard more about Patti Come and join us and be part of this
EMPHASIS and Kevin Cookds B§reayupldtingexperienceMuestrthink

Ship, Sue & Jay Jenkins work with what can be accomplished through

Woycliffe in Africa, as well as from the fervent prayer of many!
Did you realize our church commis- Cindy Bauer and her work with Ku- Time:
sioned/supports/prays for approxi- penda for the Children in Kenya. Elinor 10 AM on I'st and
mately 22 missions located all over the ~ Abbot visited us recently and shared her

globe? work with Wycliffe Bible Translators. 3rd Mondays

Recently, a group formed to pray specifi- \We have been fortunate to he_ar first-
cally for these missions. On the first and hand from these servants, as it helps us

Location:
HFFBC Library

third Monday of each month, this group ~ Pray specifically for both their physical Need more information:
meets in the Library (on the second and spiritual needs. Contact Patti Cook at
floor) at 10:00 am. Since its inception, (603) 5010211

GRADUATES or PARENTS OF GRADS

Please send us your name or the names of your child/children who are graduating this year fro
high school, college/tech school, seminary, or the military. We would like to give our graduates
a gift during the Childrends Day service o
they are graduating, major, and future plans, to Pastor Dan Odom, dodom@hffbc.org, or Pat
Polzella at admin@hffbc.org or phone (603)928724 x 201.

Pl

o

| S—
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o N = = = Youth Education Pastor Search Committee
GRANT WINNES |s OFFICIAL pastoral staff, and of course, the search teacher from 19962001, then became a
CANDIDATE FOR YOUTH committee. Affirmed by those who met youth director for six years. In 2007 he

them and sensing the leading of the Lord  and his family moved to Minneapolis
to continue the process, an invitation was  where he began study at the Bethlehem
given to Grant to come as a candidate and Institute, a school associated with the

EDucATION PASTOR POSITION

The search committee for the Youth

Education Pastor is happy to report that last week he accepted the invitation. church of John Piper.

they have invited Grant Winnestocome | n Grant 6ds i nitial cOunseach tcommitteg, withthl essind u |
as an official candidate for that posi- he wrote, 0l am a vy oafthéehChaan Gouricil mas ihvited Grany
tion. The search committee has been who is going to be graduating from semi-  and Jen to visit Hampton Falls again on
meeting for prayer, discussion, and to nary, Lord willing, inMay. | 6 v e b e eMay19-23°. Grant will be meeting with
review resumesfor about a year. Hav- working with high school students for the Church Council and the church

ing considered at least 80 candidates, in more than 13 years as a camp counselor,  staff.

January Grant made his initial contact intern, teacher, coach and youth direc-

Everyone is invited to meet them on Fri-
day evening, May 2% from 6:30 p.m.d
8:15 p.m. Then on Sunday, May 23/,
Cthe congr%gf:\tipn i%s%hedgled 50 meet at
A few weeks ago, Grant, and his wife s p.m., when we will Vote 8n
Jennifer, came to Hampton Falls for a Grant graduated from Wheaton College in  extending a call to Grant to be the Youth
weekend of meetings with the Junior and lllinois in 1995, with a BA in History and Education Pastor.

Senior High youth and youth leaders, Social SciencesHe was a high school

with us. The committee wasled to ask tor. | am 35 years old, married with three
more questions and have further discus- children, and we are looking to put our
sion with him. roots down in a church that our children
and their children

Parents of Young Children :

Beginning on May 16", we will be offering a new Sunday School class for the parents of young chil- -

dren. The class is currently scheduled for threreeeks including the 23 and 30" during the 9:15 a.m. 73
worship service (Sunday School hour)Connie Lawrence will be teaching the class in room-B (the 2,
library). This series will focus on practical suggestions and tips regarding the developmental aware. P
ness of young children in relation to corporate and private worship and how to exalt Christ in wor-

shipping with your children. Please plan now on attending!

Serving A Sovereign God Responsibly Continued from page 2

good steward. same time, we must be responsible stew- While affirming the fact that God is sov-

ards. ereign over all things, we must acknowl-
edge that He holds us both responsible

|l i e Hemi ngway as amndradcauntable for hanvAve lva@ut o r

friend of mine once livevahdwhahwe do with duetimé, aur

t heran answer t o ev édodies, auupessessionsandiols monéyWh

do you want t o know?2M are BdeeHisquthoriy andrulti-t o

guote Hans Madueme of the Center for mately His care. While we learn to trust

Bi oet hics and Human HDn ngp matter what, welmust asa leayn

things were so easy doséne Himadmall sduations and with allt i |

with ethical and mo rthatiwe laeerfoptheesake df Wis glory.

This becomes a more difficult distinction
when we ask questions about the surgery Mo |
to repair one vital organ, knowing there
are two others that are not able to be
repaired. Is it a good idea to go to the
expense considering the other problems?
Factor in age, and that complicates
things further.

What about insurance? We can insure
just about everything and consequently

. The use of insurance or of enhancements What is your only comfort in life and
become insurance poor. There are

X s such as perfume, makeup, hair coloring, death? 6 That | with body
jv?lﬂgéczli;]a;ﬁ;? ;’;?;(;T?(I)y dn;gisdtef;a\éﬁt(l ar_ld shaying are not playing God. These both in life and death, am not my own,
' things simply make the world a better but belong to my faithful Savior Jesus

there are other things that seem ques-
tionable to me. (Again, | will leave that
list for you to decide.) We must trust a
sovereign God to be God while at the

White Spire, May/June 2010

placeé as a steward,Chweé sar & responsi bl e
to take good care of what we own!
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praying with the radio pastor, | tucked
the idea away for further thought.

Since then, | have become familiar witha o0 T h e

number of passages in which the Bible

makes clear that being unaware of our sin sinful and actually need the remedy of

is part of the human condition. In Psalm

19, David describes the benefits of keep-

ing Godds | aw. But
discern his errors? Declare me innocent
of hidden faults. 6
oOhidden faultsbo
hidden from himself. Jeremiah echoes
t hese

understand it? ol,

and test the mind, to give every man according

to his ways, according to the fruit of his
d e e dJsremiah 17:910) And what
about Jesus® words
forgive them, for they know not what
they do. 6 (Luke
here that even
ter, we can still find forgiveness through
His abundant mercy.

Our human tendency to forget our own
sinfulness is paradoxical in a way, be-
cause we all seem to have an incredible
ability to see the faults of others. The
great Christian apologist C. S. Lewis
pointed this out in his work, Mere Christi-
anity. Lewis used our builtin sense of
right and wrong as a convincing argu-
ment for our having been made by a
Creator who placed a code of moral law
within each of us. Unfortunately, our
vision seems to be 20/20 for the sins of
others, but we have varying degrees of

Akerman House Project

On Monday, April 5 the church as-
sumed full ownership of the Akerman
House. Anticipating this, under the au-
thority of the Church Council, the trus-
tees have been working on a plan to re-
model and expand the house in a way
that would honor our contract with the
Akerman family, be acceptable to the
town, and adequate for housing a pas-
tords family.

The Church Council was able to set
aside several thousand dollars of undes-
ignated money for this project at the end
of the 2009 budget yearThis has en-

s e The heareisndeceitful 0 (especially the church!) are manipulat-
above all things, and desperately sick; whaicane o r

wh e nnes.e For

blindness toward our own shortcom-
ings. Lewis carried this idea further in
The Problem of Paife pointed out,
Good News of

Jesusd suffering
probably why evangelism seems so

decades ago.

Page 5

Sam. 12:123). In my own experience,
such accountability relationships are
most helpful when they are twaway,
iSatoth pattiés ara inviolged io mutugl
good news to those who know they are effort to help each other become aware
of sin. James reminds us not to let this
a pracess enavtith simply gointingsouti s
the sin, but to proceed further to
fnueh npore difficsilt, today Whndt did a n prayer (James 5:16). The same people
T o d a y @ho might ke tlose eh@ughrto confrdnt-

tUure Isas very [@tle de@sk of itsDwanv i d us segarding sin they see, are also

and cynical about how other people

s e ewretdhanebseThescultars is geiwdptive likdlyyo listen with understanding to
our confession of sin. Often they will
even surprise us by admitting to the
hypocritilcasamednihemseves (haughthsay s ,

dmemdwirpyl steiave hanshrebyhwlpdodi t beadbubd

There are the sins in our lives that we
are aware of and those that we are not.

Bhan there are toersinsshait,othadskare t @Great, that handles sins we know

aware of and those that they are not.

t he

2 3 : Bné BibleTelis us tBahweiare all sin- e | How dowe make contact with un-
at ]l k haweb st knawe gins that ate Idcked dwaysnh o r t
g | o (Rgpm. 8:23) IGweed . ¢ our subconscious and blind spots? Still

wish to become more like Jesus during sin, and still needing to be dealt with.

our lives, then we hope to be awareof Answer ?
ask God in prayer to make us aware of

our sins and transparent with some of

Only

our Christian brothers and sisters about these sins and help us deal with them,

our faults. But how do we go about
achieving such a goal?

He is faithful and will respond. | of-
fered such a prayer very recently in a

heartfelt effort to examine some areas
A counselor, a spouse, a loving friend, of frustration in my life. God showed

a pastor, or an accountability group
can provide us with a mirror that re-
flects our true self better than we can

role with David by confronting him
over his adultery with Bathsheba and
his murder of her husband, Uriah (2

abled work to begin, in order to explore
the structural soundness of the existing
house. A floor plan has been approved
by the Church Council and a meeting
has been called to present those plans to
the church body onMay 2, at

12:15 p.m.

The plan includes raising the roof, add-
ing a second floor over the kitchen, new
siding, and an addition of a breezeway
and garage.Detailed plans are avail-
able from the table in the lobby.

Since this project will require funds that
we have not budgeted, our byaws re-
quire a vote of the church.

me that there was, indeed, sin in my
life that | was not aware of. Sins |
coul dndt
alone. The prophet Nathan played this them out to me. In this process, | have
been amazed at the gentleness of the
Holy Spirit in revealing my hidden

sins. Seeing a new area of wrongdoing

see and

Continued on page 6

Akerman Home
1 Lincoln Avenue
Adjacent to the church
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wi t h

(

hope
all need to be wise regarding who we
choose for this confession of our sins.
about and the ones ot

G

(



